for good. Sometimes he was so afraid of it that he went
off on a wild escapade, got senselessly drunk, spent nights
and days in the shrill company of women who were so low
that with them you did not have to take the pain of being
ashamed or pretending that all was well. Then again, and
quite often, he had periods when he felt that his eye was
getting stronger and better, that all his fear was only foolish-
ness, hypochondria, a reaction of overwrought nerves. And
sometimes, as in this calm moment on the sofaa he loved the
velvety soft darkness and almost wished he would soon be
allowed to let himself sink into it and put an end to the
daily strain of pretending to be a man with eyes to see. The
darkness inside his lids was never empty, There were colours,
pictures, faces, memories, things he loved^ things that made
him smile, things that were beautiful and desirable. He
could call them at will and he did not have to look at any-
thing he did not like. It was like sitting in a dark theatre
and letting the screen of his life glide by. He had seen so
much, he had so much to remember, enough to fill his eyes
for the rest of his life. Also, he noticed, he had become
much more sensitive to the invisible since his eyes were not
what they used to be and he had trained his new sensitivity
as best he could. His ears, always sharp and precise, now
had a much wider scope in receiving distant sounds and
detecting finer differences. The smell of things had taken
'on an entertaining and often exciting importance. And the
touch of his fingers brought new messages and sensations
to his entire being. It was as if his skin had developed
hundreds and thousands of tiny microscopic eyes to replace
the coarse and useless lenses in his pupils.

All the critics agreed that Bhakaroff had never before sung
as he did in this present season. His art, his expression, his
dramatic power which had always made him outstanding,
had reached new heights. In writing about him they used
all the adjectives and expressions usually reserved for the
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